This short communication provides insights into water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) for homeless people through a scoping study conducted in Dhaka, Bangladesh. It investigates homeless access to WASH through the lens of a rights-based approach. It demonstrates that homeless people's denial of their right to WASH reflects their marginal position in society and an unequal distribution of power and opportunities. The study ultimately suggests a rights-based approach to work toward dealing with the root causes of discrimination and marginalisation rather than just the symptoms. For the homeless, who not only lack substantive rights, but also the means through which to claim their rights, an integrated rights-based approach to WASH offers the possibility for social inclusion and significant improvements in their life conditions. Given the unique deprivation of homelessness it is argued that in addressing the lack of access to adequate WASH for homeless people the immediate goal should be the fulfilment and protection of the right to adequate shelter.
WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE -OR THE LACK OF -FOR HOMELESS PEOPLE
The rights to water, sanitation and hygiene (hence referred to as WASH) like other human rights, are universal and the birthright of every human being. They are also indivisible, interdependent and interrelated rights. Recent academic and policy debates have recognised WASH as part of a larger bundle of fundamental rights, and commentators who have advocated for a rights-based approach to WASH have often made explicit the connections with other human rights and other human rights treaties and conventions (e.g., Scanlon et al. ) .
Recent conversations on the right to WASH have, however, largely overlooked the case of homeless people although homelessness is an advanced level of destitution and denial of basic rights. Homeless people's rights to WASH are also seldom explicitly or sufficiently addressed in international and national policies (Walters ) . Most interventions for poor or marginalised individuals and groups target those with some form of shelter, such as those living in informal settlements and rural areas (e.g., Fewtrell et al. ) . These gaps in research, policy and practice point to a major deficiency in environmental, health and social policy knowledge, decision-making and implementation, and specifically in WASH for the homeless.
Homelessness is not a universally agreed concept or phenomenon (Tipple & Speak ) . It is usually apprehended along a spectrum of hardship to secure tenured and safe housing. The homeless thus range from informal settlers under threat of eviction to pavement dwellers and people sleeping rough (Wasserman & Clair ) . In this scoping study we only focus on those who live without roofed shelter in places such as the roadside, pavements, or other open spaces or who are temporarily roofed at night by non-government organisations (NGOs) or at their relatives' accommodation.
By exploring people's access to WASH, this scoping study provides an empirical case study of the indivisibility, interdependence and interrelatedness of human rights in the context of Dhaka, Bangladesh. In doing so, it affirms that addressing the right to WASH for all, and in this case the homeless, requires a rights-based approach that attends to the broader bundle of rights that are denied to the poor, and from which they are marginalised. It is noteworthy that such a scoping study did not require formal ethical approval from any Bangladesh authorities but paramount importance was given to seeking informed consent from the respondents prior to conducting interviews and transect walks.
A SCOPING STUDY IN DHAKA

WASH IN DHAKA: A SITUATION OF DENIED RIGHTS
The following discussion is framed around the deprivations and denied rights that were most clearly highlighted during the scoping study, and signposts the connections between these rights as well as their interdependence with the right to WASH in particular. We recognise, however, that this is not the full body of rights that the homeless are denied, or that are inherently interconnected with the right to WASH.
With the exception of those who were staying at their relatives' houses or in temporary shelters, the homeless people who were interviewed do not have any proper access to toilet facilities. Very few homeless people use public toilet facilities because of the user fees. In Dhaka, almost all public sanitation facilities which provide toilets and places to bathe are leased by contractors from the government to operate as private businesses. Everyone is required to pay to use the facilities, irrespective of their capacity to pay. The homeless explained that depending on the facility and quality of public toilets they have to pay to the owner a fee that ranges between 0.06 and 0.13 USD for each visit. This was confirmed during the interviews with the public toilet owners/businessmen. This may seem like a minimal charge. However, as a percentage of a homeless person's daily income it is significant. Given that it is normal for individuals to relieve themselves more than once a day, it is evident that the user charges for public toilets are a gross denial of the right to adequate sanitation for the homeless. Unable to pay the fee, the homeless are prohibited from entering the public toilets, which forces them to practise open defecation and urination near their living areas.
The interviews also revealed that hand washing after defecation or urination is not practised because the homeless respondents lack access to water. However, most observe anal cleansing with water after defecation, which is the cultural norm among both Muslims and Hindus in For the homeless, who not only lack substantive rights but also the means through which to claim their rights, an integrated rights-based approach to WASH offers the possibility for social inclusion and significant improvements in their life conditions. Central to a rights-based approach to WASH is the recognition that human rights are indivisible.
As this short paper has highlighted, the right to WASH does not exist in isolation of other rights. Principled on equality and non-discrimination, a rights-based approach to WASH works towards making duty bearers responsive and accountable, and in empowering those who are marginalised, excluded and affected by poverty to claim their rights (e.g., Filmer-Wilson ). In this way, a rights-based approach not only focuses on the attainment of a right or bundle of rights, but also the process through which decisions are made. In contrast to a technocratic or needbased approach to development and WASH, a rights-based approach does not see vulnerability and a lack of access as a symptom of marginalisation but as a structural issue rooted in unequal power relations. Thus, the rights-based approach works toward dealing with the root causes of discrimination and marginalisation rather than just the symptoms.
Forced homelessness, as a symptom of poverty, social exclusion and life crises, is a violation of Article 11(1) of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESR). This article recognises the right of every man, women and child to housing, an adequate standard of living and continuous improvements of living conditions. As we have highlighted, a homeless person's vulnerability and lack of security give rise to other human rights violations, for example a lack of access to adequate WASH.
Given the unique form of deprivation that is homelessness, the immediate and broader goal in addressing the lack of access to adequate WASH for homeless people must therefore be the fulfilment and protection of the right to adequate shelter.
